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On the sth, I baptized two children of a Savage;
they had been sick for a long time, and I thought
them in danger. I hastened to baptize them,
because the Savages were obliged to go away on the
next day, as they were to spend the winter in
the woods very far from us. But, before baptizing
them, I made their father promise that, if they
recovered from their maladies, he would bring them
to me in the spring that I might instruct them.
They were both children of the same father, but of
different mothers, polygamy being common among
the Savages of that Country. One of the two died,
and in the following spring the father brought back
to me the other, as he had promised. Afterward
we were busy in building cabins for ourselves, in
unloading the ship, and in preparing everything for
the siege.

On the oth, I set out to go to the Poli where
Monsieur de Tilly,”® the Lieutenant, had been
dangerously sick for some days. That was the first
journey that I had made in the woods of America.
The ground over which it was necessary for us to
pass was very marshy; we were compelled to take
long winding ways, in order to avoid the swamps.
The water was beginning to freeze, but the ice was
not strong enough to bear us; we often sank knee-
deep. We went thus five leagues over the snow and
through the woods,—if, however, this term can be
used, for in that Country there are no real woods;
they are mostly but brambles and thorns, moderately
thick in some places, and in others interspersed with
much open Prairie.

When we had arrived at the bank of the river
Bourbon we found ourselves much perplexed, for the



